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“SPECIAL INQUIRY INTO GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS: FINAL REPORT”  
AND “SPECIAL INQUIRY INTO GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS:  

OSPREY VILLAGE REPORT” 
Statement by Premier 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [2.01 pm]: Today I table the “Special Inquiry into Government 
Programs and Projects: Final Report”, volumes 1 and 2, and a separate report titled “Special Inquiry into 
Government Programs and Projects: Osprey Village Report”. When my government came to office less than a year 
ago, we were faced with record budget deficits and a mountain of debt that was growing at an uncontrolled rate. 
This legacy of the former government came from an entrenched pattern of unsustainable spending, reckless 
decision-making and a complete disregard for accountability and transparency. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: It is a ministerial statement; I will not have any interjections, please. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Since then, the state’s finances have, unfortunately, deteriorated further due to significant 
revenue writedowns and damaging GST recalculations. Since coming to office, $5.5 billion in revenue has been 
removed from our books. This volatility highlights the need for the state to be disciplined in its management of 
the finances in good times and in bad, with an eye to the long term. 
The state of our finances is in a difficult and delicate position. Over the last 11 months my cabinet has introduced 
a level of financial discipline not seen in this state for many years. Our commitment to responsible financial 
management has put the state on a path to surplus. This is a long-term task that involves many tough decisions. It 
is important to note that with this financial stability and a government agenda focused on job creation, our state is 
getting back on track. The economy is improving, confidence is up and jobs are being created. But it is essential 
that we learn from the mistakes of the past so that my government and future governments never put the state in 
a similar position like the one left by the former Liberal–National government. 
Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Bateman. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: That is why my government established a special inquiry into government programs and 
projects, led by former Under Treasurer John Langoulant. Although a costly royal commission would have been 
justified, my government instead sought a considered, informed and forensic examination of what went wrong in 
the management of the state’s finances and major projects and programs. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members, I will call you to order! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The report is damning in its conclusions. The former government ignored long-established 
practices, processes and conventions. The special inquiry has revealed a culture of recklessness. Decision-making 
processes were flawed, financial discipline was non-existent and the cabinet failed to take responsibility. A quality 
public sector was disregarded and public utilities were left unchecked. This should never happen again. My 
government will apply appropriate rigour and scrutiny to financial decisions. We will strengthen governance, 
accountability and transparency across government. We will govern only in the interests of all Western Australians. 
My government broadly endorses the recommendations from the report and will have more to say in due course. 
I table the report of the Special Inquiry into Government Programs and Projects. 
[See papers 1150 to 1152.] 
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